* By BEN HARTMAN

With the declining state of
the country’s education sys-
tem making the news regular-
ly, one organization is certain

it has developed the tools to’

help students reach new hori-
zons of academic and person-
al achievement. )

The “Michael” program,
which is now used for tens of
thousands of students across
the country, is driven by a
simple thesis: Students, like
most people, use only 5 to 7
percent of their mental
potential. Through their lec-
tures and classes, Michael
instructors try to find ways to
expand the amount of such
potential that students uti-
lize, by working to break
down the mental hurdles
built up in their minds in
school and elsewhere.

Michael ~ an acronym in
Hebrew for “finding personal
talents for excellence” — was
developed by a broad group
of Israeli academics in 1988
and, through the support of
the Education Ministry, has
now taught over 200,000 stu-
dents, with some 15,000
enrolled in the program this
year. The program is operated
in the Arab and Jewish sector,
as well as in the religious and
secular schools. It teaches the
same curriculum in all the
systems.

While skeptlcs might scoff
at the program'’s approach, a
study conducted by Michael
found that 74% of students
enrolled in it achieved a
matriculation certificate -
more than double the per-
centage among the general
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student population.

The study also found that
there was no correlation
between the success of stu-
dents in the Michael program
and the level of education of
their parents..

Michael chairman Menny'

Barzilai sees the program’s
success as a direct result of its

straightforward approach.
“The difference between
Michael and all other educa-
tional programs in the world
is that it is the only program
whose goal is to develop
excellence in students, but
without  requiring  an
entrance exam,” he said.
“This is because we believe
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According. to Barzilai, the ‘
low cost of the program is
one of the reasons it has
gained the interest of coun-
tries around the world..

“We have made initial con-
nections with a number of
countries, including Brazil,
Russia and Bulgaria, - where
we have already run a pilot
program,” he said. “We have
also received somie inquiriés
from South Korea, which is.
already. considered to have
the finest school system in

“the world.” «

Yisrael Shiran, a longtnne
lecturer in the Michael pro-
gram, agreed ‘that the key to .
success in school was for stu-
dents to find their own abili-
ties and the means to develop
and expand them, with the
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